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LL.B Programme Courses and  

Course Offering Breakdown 

 
Source: Draft Harmonized LL.B Curriculum (November 2019), pp. 5-13.   

DOI  http://dx.doi.org/10.4314/mlr.v13i2.5 
 

 

 
 

No. 
 

Major Courses 
Credit 

Hours  

1.  Law of Persons   2 

2.  Introduction to Law and Ethiopian Legal 

System 

3 

3.  Family Law  3 

4.  Succession Law 3 

5.  Law of Extra Contractual Liability   3 

6.  Contract  I  3 

7.  Contract  II 3 

8.  Law of  Special Contracts 4 

9.  Property and Land Laws  5 

10.  Law of Intellectual Property 3 

11.  Law of Traders and Business Organization  5 

12.  Banking, Insurance and Negotiable  Instrument  4 

13.  Legal History and Customary Law 3 

14.  Jurisprudence 3 

15.  Gender and the Law 2 

16.  Pre-trial, trial and appellate advocacy/Moot 

Court  

2 

17.  Legal Ethics  2 

18.  Law of Civil Procedure I 3 

19.  Law of Civil Procedure II 3 

20.  Law of Criminal Procedure  3 

21.  Conflicts of Laws 3 

22.  Evidence Law 3 

23.  Alternative Dispute Resolution   2 

24.  Cyberspace Law 2 

25.  Legislative Drafting  2 

26.  Legal Research Methodology  3 

27.  Environmental and Natural Resource Law 3 

28.  Criminal Law I 3 
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29.  Criminal Law II 3 

30.  Tax Law 5 

31.  Administrative Law 3 

32.  Public International Law [4] 

33.  International Human Rights Law 4 

34.  International Trade Law 3 

35.  Investment Law 2 

36.  Employment law 3 

37.  International Humanitarian Law 2 

38.  Federalism 3 

39.  Constitutional Law 4 

40.  Senior Thesis 3 

41.  Externship  12 

42.  Exit Exam 5 

Total [145] 
 

 

No 
 

Elective Courses 
Credit 

Hours 

1.  Construction Law 2 

2.  Administrative Contract 2 

3.  Law of Non-Profit Organization 2 

4.  Micro-Finance and Public Enterprise 2 

5.  Criminology  2 

6.  Islamic Law 2 

7.  Law and Development  2 

8.  Military Law 2 

9.  Media Law 2 

10.  Electoral Law 2 

11.  Refugee Law 2 

12. Maritime Law 2 
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Course Offering Breakdown 
 

Year I, Semester I: 18 [Freshman Programme, Semester I] 

No  Course Title Course Code  Credit  ECTS 

1 Communicative English Language Skills I  FLEn 1011 3 5 

2 Economics   Econ-1011 3 5 

3.  General Psychology  Psyc 1011 3 [5] 

4 Mathematics for Social Sciences   Math 1011 3 5 

5.  Critical Thinking  LoCT 1011 3 [5] 

6. Physical Fitness SpSc 101 2  3 

7.  Geography of Ethiopia and the Horn   GeES 1011 3 [5] 

Total [20]  

 

Year I, Semester II: 19 [Pre-law courses after law school admission] 

No  Course Title Course Code  Credit  ECTS 

1 Communicative English Language Skills II  FLEn 1012 3 5 

2 Social Anthropology  Anth1012 2 [3] 

3.  Entrepreneurship  MGMT1012 3 5 

4 History of Ethiopia and the Horn  Hist. 1012 3 5 

5.  Introduction to Emerging Technologies  EmTe 1012 3 5 

6. Introduction to Law and Ethiopian Legal 

System  

Laws1012 3 5 

7.  Global Trends  GlTr 1012 3 5 

 Total [20] [33] 

 

Year II, Semester I: 19 

No  Course Title Course Code  Credit  ECTS 

1 Law of Persons*  Laws2011 2 3 

2 Legal History and Customary Law Laws2012 3 5 

3.  Jurisprudence  Laws2013 3 5 

4 Law of Contracts I** Laws2014 3 5 

5.  Constitutional Law Laws2015 4 7 

6. Moral and Civic Education MCiE2012 2 3 

7.  Inclusiveness   Laws2016 2 3 

Total 19 31 

*  Concentrated delivery; pre-requisite for Law of Contracts I, Family Law & Succession Law. 

** Pre-requisite for Law of Contract II and Law of Special Contracts 
 

Year II, Semester II: 19 

No  Course Title Course Code  Credit  ECTS 

1.  Family Law Laws2021 3 5 

2.  Succession law Laws2022 3 5 

3.  Contracts Law II* Laws2023 3 5 

4.  Criminal Law I Laws2024 3 5 

5.  Law of Extra Contractual Liability Laws2025 3 5 

6.  Legal Research Methodology   Laws2026 3 5 

                                                                               Total  [18] 30 

   * Pre-requisite for Criminal Law II. 
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Year III, Semester I: 20 

No  Course Title  Course Code Credit  ECTS 

1.  Property and Land Law Laws3031 5 8 

2.  Law of Special Contracts  Laws3032 4 7 

3.  Criminal Law II Laws3033 3 5 

4.  Civil Procedure I* Laws3034 3 5 

5.  Law of Traders and Business 

Organization   

Laws3035 5 8 

                                                                 Total  20 33 

* Pre-requisite for Civil Procedure II. 
 

Year III, Semester II: 19 

No  Course Title  Course Code Credit  ECTS 

1.  Civil Procedure II Laws3041 3 5 

2.  Criminal Procedure   Laws3042 3 5 

3.  Law of Evidence  Laws3043 3 5 

4.  Public International Law Laws3044 4 7 

5.  Law of Banking, Insurance and 

Negotiable   

Laws3045 4 7 

6.  Federalism Laws3046 2 3 

                                                                 Total  19 32 
 

Year IV, Semester I: 19 

No  Course Title  Course Code Credit  ECTS 

1.  Conflict of Laws Laws4021 3 5 

2.  Tax Law Laws4022 5 8 

3.  Intellectual Property Law   Laws4023 3 5 

4.  International Human Rights Law Laws4024 4 7 

5.  International Humanitarian Law Laws4025 2 3 

6.  Gender and the Law Laws4026 2 3 

                                                                 Total  19 31 

 

Year IV, Semester II: 19 

No  Course Title  Course Code Credit  ECTS 

1.  Investment Law   Laws4031 3 5 

2.   International Trade Law Laws4032 3 5 

3.  Employment Law Laws4033 3 5 

4.  Senior Thesis  Laws4034 3 5 

5.  Environmental and Natural Resource  

Law 

Laws4035 3 5 

6.  Introduction to Cyberspace Law Laws4036 2 3 

7.  Optional Course (E) * Laws4037 2 3 

                                                                 Total  19 31 

*Optional Course (E): 

Construction Law , Administrative Contract, Law of Non- Profit Organizations, 

Law of Micro-Finance and Public Enterprise  
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Year V, Semester I: 17 

No  Course Title Course Code Credit  ECTS 

1.  Alternative Dispute Resolution  Laws5021 2 3 

2.  Legal Ethics  Laws5022 2 3 

3.  Pre trial, trial and Appellate advocacy  Laws5023 2 3 

4.  Legal Clinics * Laws5024 2 3 

5.  Legislative Drafting Laws5025 2 3 

6.  Administrative Law Laws5026 3 5 

7.  Optional Course ( E)**   Laws5027 2 3 

                                                                 Total  17
1
  

 

* Legal Clinics:   

Clinical Program on Domestic Violence; Clinical Program on Child Rights; 

Clinical Program on Restorative Justice; Clinical Program on Rights of Prisoners   

** Optional Course (E)  

Criminology, Islamic Law, Law and Development, Military Law, Refugee, 

Electoral Law, Media Law, Maritime Law 

 

Year V, Semester II: 17 

No  Course Title  Course Code  Credit  ECTS Mode of Delivery  

1.  Exit Exam Laws5031 5 8 Tutorial 

2.  Externship  Laws5031 12 20 Practice for 3 months 

Total  17 28  

  

 

  
 

 

 

 

                                           
1
 The total credit hours will be 15 unless a student registers for two electives.   
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Cultural Problems in Research and Publications 

 

Source:  
Reform Document on Legal Education and Training in Ethiopia (2006) § 2.4.1/A 
 
1. Lack of research, reading, and writing culture 

 Complacence with our work merely as teachers. 
 No sense of urgency about the need to engage in research and turn 

up research products.  
 No 'publish or perish' attitude.  
 No attempt to work beyond the positive laws.  
 

2. Lack of Institutional Commitment 
 In terms of budget, time, and resource allocation for R&P 
 In terms of reduction of teaching load or granting (Research Leave). 
 

3. Lack of team spirit for Research and Publications 
 Among staff members;  
 Between staff and students; 
 Lack of collaboration among institutions. 
 

4. Lack of innovation in diversification of publications, and problems regarding 
spheres of focus in research. 

 

5. Raising the stakes too high in assessing the quality of publishable manu-
scripts (despite) shortage of (such) manuscripts. 

 

6. Lack of tradition of salvaging "distressed" manuscripts through sympathetic 
editing without compromising quality.  

 

7. Weak consumption of research products in the legal professional community 
and in government institutions, and poor state of constructive feedback.  

 

8. Inadequate attention to relevance of research to the real life  
    or actual problems of the society. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Vision of law schools  

Law schools shall have vision towards elevating the standard 

and quality of legal education to the level of leading law 

schools in other countries, and towards preparing graduates 

who will have optimum impact in Ethiopia’s development, de-

mocracy, good governance and social justice. 

 

 

Mission of law schools  

Law schools shall promote the intellectual and social condi-

tions of Ethiopia by providing equitably accessible quality le-

gal education and training programs through teaching, re-

search and service to prepare competent and responsible mem-

bers of the legal profession who actively contribute towards 

rule of law, democracy, human rights, good governance, social 

justice, equality, tolerance and development.  
 

Source: Ethiopian Legal Education and Training Reform Document  

(June 2006) 

 

Address:  
 

 

Mizan Law Review  

St. Mary’s University  

Center for Law in Sustainable Development 

P. O. Box: 1211 (or 18490), Addis Ababa, Ethiopia 

“We plan each issue as if it were a new book.” 
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